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THE LAST v 
INGREDIENT FOR 
THE HEALING BREW 

15 LINGTU FLOWER 
^ STALKS. 






YES, 
‘GRANDMOTHER. 
IN THE WOODS, 
NEAR THE OLD 
GLADE. 


VERY GOOD. 
РО YOU KNOW 
THE RIGHT WAY 


+ AND OUT OF 
'ESPECT TO THE DIVINE |Р 
ETERNAL, AN UTU PLANTS 
TWO FLOWERS FoR 
EACH ONE THAT 
SHE PICKS. 


УМ PROUD 
ОР YOU, RACHANI. Yes. 
GO TO THe OLD во, QUICKLy-- 
GLADE AND GET BEFORE IT 
ME A DOZEN REALLY? ВУ”) GETS DARK. 
PETALS. MYSELF? 


MOTHER AND 
GRANDMOTHER 


MUST HAVE 
DECIDED ТО LET 
МЕ START THE 
TRAINING! 











THESE ARE 3 
PERFECT с 
GRANDMOTHER 


WILL LOVE 
THEM. 





ICANT 
BELIEVE HOW 


FLOWER 
PICKED FOR TOI 
SEEDS 
PLANTED FOR 
MORK 











"АТ ТНЕЈЕОВЕ OF THE 
UNCHARTED, TERRITORI 


6 





EXOTIC METALS 
GAUDY JEWELS 
MAJESTY, N я ANY MOLECULAR 

1 PRESENT YOU THE Ñ FABRICATOR 
gion SCEPTRE OF CA 


М MAKE. 


NEVER IN MY 
LIFE HAVE I 
SEEN BEHAVIOR 





HOWEVER, THE KKORE 
SEEM TO RESPECT NO. 
ONE BUT THEMSELVES. 





DN 
SEVERAL*SOLAR. 
КЕЙИН «€ 
` с > WHAT YOU CALL THE 
о. Ж ок 
y АОК NEV ELE 


"YOUR PREPARATION: 
‘SEEM WELL UNDER 
N 





















THE KKORE 
LEARNED LONG AGO 
NOT TO UNDERESTIMATE 


SHREWD LOCAL AS 


OUR STRATEGY HAS BEEN 
‘CONSTRUCTED AROUND. 
LARGE-SCALE, LONG-TERM 
OBJECTIVES. 






WE WANT. 
YOU TO HELP US 
TRANSLATE THOSE 
INITIATIVES INTO 
SPECIFIC TACTICAL 
ACTIONS. 















AGAINST THE 
PEACEKEEPERS? 






IAM, 
'OF COURSE, 
HONORED ТО 
BE OF 
SERVICE. 


ESPECIALLY SINCE MY 


CONTINUED SURVIVAL 
ОМ THE 


KKORE 
SEEMS INEXTRICABLY 
BOUND TO MY PERCEIVED. 
USEFULNESS, 


"AS YOU CAN SEE, WE HAVE 


BEGUN FORTIFYING SEVERAL 
‘STRATEGICALLY VITAL 
POSITIONS THROUGHOUT 
LOCAL SPACE” 








4 "YES. І ALSO CAN'T HELP 
ф BUT NOTICE YOU HAVE \ 
4 EFFECTIVELY OVERRUN 
A ‘SHEYANG TERRITORY." 











y Pz, 


"АЦ. TOO EASY. THEY 

WERE NUMEROUS BUT 

) [Es баады JI AM SURPRISED AT HOW \ 
SWIFTLY YOU CAPITALIZED 

/ ON THE SCARRANS’ 

/ BORDER OUTPOSTS” 




















(ee, 


"EVEN AS YOU MET WITH STALEEK ON 
THE SCARRAN HOMEWORLD, WE HAD 
FLEETS STANDING BY EITHER TO OCCUPY 
THOSE WORLDS OR TO CONGUER THEM. 
REGARDLESS OF THE SCARRANS” 
DECISIONS, THOSE WORLDS WERE 
FATED TO BECOME OURS.” 




























ҖЕ I MIGHT ВЕ SO 
BOLD AS TO MAKE А 
“SUGGESTION...” 














71 BELIEVE THE GRENNIJ HAVE 
OVEREXTENDED THEMSELVES 
AGAINST THE LUXANS. IT РА 
CLASSIC TACTIC OF THE LUXANS 
ТО SURRENDER OUTER 
TERRITORIES EASILY, CREATING 
AN ILLUSION OF WEAKNESS ТО, 
DRAW AN INVADER INTO A TRAP” 



















"YOU SHOULD PULL BACK YOUR 
FIFTEENTH FLEET AND REDEPLOY 
ІТ TO CUT OFF THE LUXANS’ 
SUPPLY LINES BY CONQUERING 
THE JOBUN SYSTEM” 






"MOST ASTUTE. 1 WILL 
ORDER THE FIFTEENTH 
FLEET TO DO SO 
IMMEDIATELY.” 






"NOT AS SUCH. YOU 
SEEM TO HAVE MATTERS 
WELL IN HAND..." 





"THE NEBARI 
APPEAR TO 
HAVE BEEN 

CONTAINED...” 


ЧЕ THEY HAD POSSESSED 
COURAGE EQUAL TO THEIR 
TECHNOLOGY, THEY MIGHT 
HAVE PRESENTED A 
CHALLENGE. INSTEAD, THEY 
WERE MERELY AN OBSTACLE.” 


“THE LUXANS, ON THE OTHER HAND, HAVE 
PROVED FORMIDABLE. I HAVE ENJOYED = 
PITTING OUR GRENNIJ AGAINST THEM.” “HAS BEEN MOST 


АТЕКТАМНЕ: 





"COMMS STATIONS AND 
RELAY BEACONS HAVE BEEN 
ELIMINATED WHEREVER 
POSSIBLE. WITH EACH 
PASSING ARN, THE ENEMY. 
BECOMES MORE CUT OFF” 


МЕ NOW ENFORCE A 
ZONE OF SILENCE THAT 
ENCOMPASSES MOST OF 
THE UNCHARTED 
TERRITORIES AND SEVERAL 
‘SECTORS AROUND IT” 


THE PEACEKEEPERS 
ARE NOW ALL BUT 
SURROUNDED--AND 
UTTERLY UNAWARE THAT 
We ARE MOVING 
AGAINST THEM. 


WE HAVE SPENT 
HUNDREDS OF CYCLES 
IN PREPARATION FOR THIS 
WAR, BUT ONCE ITS 
ENGAGED IN EARNEST, IT 


WILL ВЕ WON IN А MATTER 
ОҒ SOLAR DAYS. 














A 4 | | MN Р. x 
7) а ог 
) ) IND it Nii den Es 
Да \ бос ү а 
— ла NSS 


ТАМ. DOMINAR 
RYGEL XVI--DESPITE HIS 
MANY, MANY FAULTS--15 A 
REMARKABLE STRATEGIST 
AND TACTICIAN. DO NOT THINK 
1 DO ЗЕЕ ONE THAT HIS EMPIRE'S CORE 
OTHER POTENTIAL WORLDS WILL BE 50 


BARRIER TO YOUR EASY TO TRAMPLE. ni 
EVENTUAL VICTORY, / 1 PEESUME Ш 
GENERAL. WE ARE AWARE ~ 
REFERRING OF THE THREAT POSED BY 


TO THE THE HYNERIANS. THEY HAVE 
HYNERIANS?, IMPRESSIVE TECHNOLOGY, 
GREAT BRAVERY, VAST NUMBERS IN 
AND TERRITORY, AND A UNIFIED — 


POPULAR WIL s a ZN 


YN 














y | — f THE cost DOES 
PE A DIFHEDLT YOU MIGHT N NOT CONCERN US. 
ADVERSARY TO FIND THAT _ Ñ ALL THAT MATTERS 
OVERCOME. victory MORE | 16 VICTORY. 
COSTLY THAN 

у 






HOWEVER, 
LASSURE YOU 
THAT WE ARE 
PREPARED TO 
РО EXACTLY 
THAT. 


EVEN THE SCARRANS, 
АТ THE HEIGHT OF 
THEIR POWER, WERE 
UNABLE TO DEFEAT 
THE HYNERIAN EMPIRE. 


CAN THE KKORE 
REALLY BE THIS 
CERTAIN OF THEIR 


JOHN? 

YOU STILL 

HERE, MY OLD 
FRIEND? 





NEITHER HAS 
ENDEARED 
ITSELF TO ME. 


GRAYZA MADE МЕ 
AN OUTCAST FROM THE 
PEACEKEEPERS... _/ 


AND My 
HALF-SCARRAN 
HERITAGE ENSURED 
1 WAS NEVER FULLY 
WELCOME ON ANY 
‘SEBACEAN WORLD, 


иде) 
DAY, JOHN. 


/ THE KKORE'S 
DEPLOYMENTS 
LEAVE NO DOUBT 
AS ТО THEIR 
OVERWHELMING 
ADVANTAGE. 


WITH ONLY 
THE SLIGHTEST BIT 

OF EFFORT, THEY WILL WIPE 

OUT THE PEACEKEEPERS AS 

AMILITARY FORCE, АКО THE 





THE TIME CAME, 1 
COULD BARTER THAT 
KNOWLEDGE FOR 
ADVANTAGE OR 

PRIVILEGE...” 


THE KKORE 
KNOW THESE 
THINGS, OF 
COURSE... BUT THEY'VE 
NOT BEEN РАМУ 
TO ALL My 
SECRETO. 


І SEE NOW THAT І WA: 
WRONG. МУ FEW REMAINING 

ER A 
АМР 


INSIGHTS ARE NO LON 
BOON BUT A CURSE. KEEPING 


THIS INTEL FOR MYSELF WILL 
NOT HELP THE PEACEKEEPERS 
ОК HARM THE KKORE. 


IT WILL ONLY 
СОМРЕМН ME IN THE 
KKORE'S EYES WHEN 

МУ OMISSIONS ARE 
EXPOSED, 


KNOWING 
WHAT I MUST DO 
ко 


LESS GALLING, 





М THE IRONY OF му. 
SITUATION 16 NOT 
LOST ON ME. 


І HAVE NEVER 
INDULGED IN MERCY, 
YET NOW 1 PRESUME 

TO ASK FOR 


I DO NOT EXPECT 

ET 

a dii 
PREDICTION. “FORGIVENESS” 


INTO HER DEBT, 


І HAVE NOT SEEN THIS 
OFFICER BEFORE, HE MUST 
BE SIGNIFICANT TO MERIT. 

PERSONAL CONTACT 
DDAN-MYR AND HER 
ТОР GENERAL, 


TTANGH, ARE 


YOU QUITE SURE 
THE 
NT 





1S THAT ROLE 
STILL OCCUPIED FURTHERMORE, 
в THE PEACEKEEPERS 
ARE INADEQUATELY 
‘SUPPLIED АКО. 
ILL-PROVISIONED. 


RESOUR: 
HAPPENED IN THE CYCLES 


SINCE OUR LAST 
RECONNAISSANCE? 


THEY SUFFERED 
HEAVY LOSSES IN A 


KEEP THE 
CACHE RIGHT 


WHERE IT 15. 
HAVE YOU 


COUNTLESS SHIPS-- 
ENTIRE FLEETS--ARE 
UNACCOUNTED FOR 
AND ARE BELIEVED TO 
ВЕ ACTING AS 
RENEGADES. 


Е HAS. 

BECOME QUITE SIGNIFICANT. 

T WILL ARRANGE TO MOVE 

IT TO A SECURE LOCATION 
AS SOON д6-- 





Wit ARE THE ВЕНЫ || 
КАМ OIL? IT 
1 


BUYING UP CHA 


MOST CLUMSILY. 


1 BEG YOUR 
FORGIVENESS, 
MAJESTY. 


NOW 16 NO TIME 
FOR CONFESSIONS. 
І NEED ТО GET 
AWAY FROM НЕКЕ 

ЕРОКЕ-- 


REGARDING THE 
Ышш? 


your chance N ¿ 
ОҒ HEART IS AS 
EXPECTED AS IT IS. 


RECALLED a 0 үү! 4 
N 






IRRELEVANT. 


І KNOW FULL 
WELL WHAT YOU 
THINK YOU 
CONCEALED FROM 
THE MNEMOS 
DEVICE. 
Сә нр ч 


EN 'M CERTAIN 





І SEE IT IN HER 
EYES. SHE © NOT 
BLUFFING. 


OF WHAT 
FURTHER USE 
CAN 1 POSSIBLY 
BE TO YOU? 





Quire 





WELL, 
MUCH "N | 
BETTER, IN 
FACT, THAN 
SHE 
REÁLIZES. 











BUT FACTS ARE 
А FAR CRY FROM 
KNOWLEDGE. 














INFORMATION 19 
useless UNLESS Y) 
ONE KNOWS HOW 

ТО USE п. 


SHE THINKS--AND У 
TOGETHER WE SHALL 


END HER REIGN. КУ 










































































































































































1 HAVE IMAGINED 
МУ RISE TO 


NOT ONCE 
DID IT 
RESEMBLE 
THIS. 


THEY THUNDER 
THROUGH SPACE LIKE 
А JUGGERNAUT, ALL 
BUT UNSTOPPABLE, 


UNLESS I FIND SOME 
MEANS OF RECLAIMING 
THE ADVANTAGE, 1 WILL 
NEVER BE ANYTHING 
MORE TO THEM THAN A 
SUBORDINATE. 


I MIGHT BECOME A 
TRUSTED UNDERLING. 
А RICHLY REWARDED 
THANE... PERHAPS EVEN 
А LAVISHLY APPOINTED 
‘GOVERNOR OR 
REGE! 


BUT WITHOUT SOME FORM OF 
LEVERAGE, I WILL NEVER AGAIN BE 
THE ONE DECIDING THE SHAPE OF 
THE FUTURE--AND I WILL NOT 
CONCEDE MY FATE TO OTHERS. 


NOT EVEN TO ONES 
SUCH AS THE KKORI 


ALL My LIFE 1 
HAVE STAYED. 
SEVERAL STEPS 
AHEAD OF THOSE 
‘AROUND ME. 


BUT HOW CAN 

1 STAND ALONE. 

AGAINST SUCH 
A FORCE? 





WHAT NATION 
CAN POSSIBLY 
MAKE WAR 
AGAINST THEM? 











mur aun ALL. WEAPON 


жал (алм Ed 


At this year’s San Diego Comic-Con, we held a press conference 
announcing that BOOM! Studios and Stan Lee's POW! 
Entertainment have teamed up to launch three new superhero 
series. The first series unveiled was the enigmatic SOLDIER ZERO. 
Fans learned that Paul Cornell (ACTION COMICS, DOCTOR WHO) 
would be the series’ writer, joined by Javier Pina (SUPERMAN) as 
the artist on the series. 


be time flies in comic = publishing (wasn't it just yesterday 

| was navigating my way through the masses at Comic-Con?) 
ВЕ OT eine ne ти Infact, you may even 
be holding it in your hands now. We're especially proud of this 
‘superhero scorcher that finds wheelchair-bound student Stewart 
Trautmann caught in the center of an intergalactic war. His 
transformation into Soldier Zero promises to be a high-octane epic 
with compelling characters in the grand superhero fashion that 
only Stan Lee and Paul Cornell can deliver. 


Be sure to check out the line-up of variant covers by such industry 
luminaries as Trevor Hairsine, Dave Johnson, Phil Noto, Kalman 
‚Adrasofszky and Раш Rivoche. Some will be hard to get your hands 

on—espt ly the rare 1-in-300 cover signed by Stan Lee himself! 
And if this is your first time picking up a BOOM! Studios comic book, 
thanks for giving us a shot. Take a sec and check out some of the 
ctor titles we have coming out this month to the right of this 
column. 





Come back next month for the launch of Stan's second series here 
at BOOM!...THE TRAVELER! 


Matt Gagnon 
Editor-in-Chief 
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